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Puerto Rican Family Institute celebrates 50
yrs. of help to thousands
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Lombard for Mews
Mana Elena Girone, president of The P uerto Rican Family Ingditute, iz the "dwc godmother” of the

Fuerto Rican Day parade.

Yanira Cruz experty burped one of her 3-morith-old
twins 3= the baby's sister, in a matching wellow Paoh
jachet, watched with big brown eyes fom a doubla
sroller.

Balancing the care oftwins is just one thing Cruz
leamed atthe Puerto Rican Family hstitute, which
helps 50,000 people each yearand celebrates 50 wears
thiz manth:

Fe part ofthe anniversary, the institute's president,
hiaria Bena Girone, haz been named "ciuc godmother”
of Sunday's Mational Puerto Rican Day Parade.

Last weelk, the institute hosted a gala at The Plaza
hatel, and the group's members are bringing banners to
places in each borough, such as community colleges, Lombard for Mews

with photes and details fom programs the organiz ation Yanira Cruz, et pick s up child-care tips for her

sy twine, Yaimar (1) and Yariana, from Michelle
“Wife want to bring the Puerts Fican Family institute to Fomerantz (r.), & family caze planner st the
every comer of heavily populated areas of Mew York Fuerto Rican Family Inattute.

City, so that thew bnoow where to go when theyhawe
problems, when they need something for their
children," Girone s3id.

Since it ounding in 1960, the instibote has stuckto a



miszion of keeping families together. Fithy wears ago,

the group had 15 employees and a F250,000 budget. (3 Articles

MHow, neary 600 employees operate in offices around - Queen of Green

the city, and the group's budget exceeds F50 million. . Prida: B Padrino, Part Il
In Manhattan, the Brons, Brooklyn and Queens, the - Aualk upthe ide

institute’s programs incdude 3 mental-health dinic, case
management senices and foster care prevention
programs.

- Gran Combo’s beat goes on
- Melson Gonzalez , a master oftres
"lt's like 3 chameleon that changes according to changes in the city,” Girone said.

The group's founders, 20 social workers concemed about city serices for Latinos, wanted to keep childran with their
parent=. Handling matters from counseling to money, the grouptriesto bethe glue that strengthens families, particulary
when children are at risk of being taken fom parents and put inte ©oster care.

Maow, Girone =3id, 3 newer focus is eady childhood educgtion. The group operates Head Start programs in Williarmsbung
and Bushwick, Broaklyn, to nudge children ages 3 to Stoward absorbing and leaming.

The Head Start programs are one rea=son that donors like the Panasonic Corp. of North America support the insttute.

Penny Josaph, director of Panasonic's corporate outreach programe, said the company has sup ported the institte for
marethan a decad e, drawn to the way it pours donations directhy into helping  Latino families.

"that makes them wonderful and unique is 3 wery high percent ofthe money goes badk inta their programs and
semices,” doseph =aid.

Instibote Head Start programs are also available in three cities in Puerto Fico . Khowing the community, both on the idand
and in Mem York, allows the institute to better zerve the population, Girone =aid.
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